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Title: Meta-Analysis and Hierarchical Models in Prior Construction 
 
Abstract: Meta-Analysis is among the simplest of hierarchical models. Among the uses for meta-analysis 
and meta-analytic ideas is in prior construction. Even when one is only analyzing a single data set, meta-
analytic ideas can be used for prior construction. In a pharmaceutical example estimating the ratio of two 
probabilities, proper priors give better frequentist behavior than the frequentist analysis. 
 
	


