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livejournal.com/support/help.bml, March 2004

Source: Internet Archive
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livejournal.com/support/highscores.bml, June 2004

Source: Internet Archive
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Me at work, 2023
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Leslie Lamport, the father of distributed systems
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“A distributed system is a system in which

the failure of a computer

that you didn’t even know existed

can render your own computer unusable.” 

Leslie Lamport, the father of distributed systems



9

C1 C2



9

C1 C2

(me circa 2003)



9

C1 C2

(me circa 2003)



9

C1 C2

journal plz

(me circa 2003)



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow
• Response from C2 to C1 could get lost



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow
• Response from C2 to C1 could get lost
• Response from C2 to C1 could just be slow



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow
• Response from C2 to C1 could get lost
• Response from C2 to C1 could just be slow



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow
• Response from C2 to C1 could get lost
• Response from C2 to C1 could just be slow

…not to mention that C2 could lie,
or otherwise behave in an arbitrary or malicious way!



9

C1 C2

journal plz

ok
(me circa 2003)

What could go wrong?

• Request from C1 to C2 to could get lost
• Request from C1 to C2 could just be slow
• C2 could crash
• C2 could just be slow
• Response from C2 to C1 could get lost
• Response from C2 to C1 could just be slow

…not to mention that C2 could lie,
or otherwise behave in an arbitrary or malicious way!
(Byzantine behavior)
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